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Uncovering stories
By Caitlin Heusser, Curator

If a picture is worth 1,000 words,
then a person’s life is a novel.
This photograph of Roy and Mary
Woods sits on my desk. The framed
photo’s placement was an
afterthought. Months ago, I brought
exhibition materials back to my
office and set the photograph on my
desk. One day, a co-worker noticed
the photo and asked if it was my
family. It was a logical assumption.
Most normal people have photos of
their loved ones on their desks. Not
me. I have a photo of two unrelated
dead people that, until this week, I
knew nothing about.
My co-worker’s question prompted me to ask myself, “what is Mary’s story?” As a curator, I have three go-to
resources for discovering information about the past: cemetery records, old newspapers, and census records.
As I began my research, I quickly realized that—especially for Mary Woods—life is tragic. Many old, small town
newspapers, like Windsor’s, are filled with answers to inconsequential questions such as: "What color were the
flowers at the Women’s Improvement Club meeting?" or "Who went to Greeley on business for the day?" But
sprinkled through the mundane I discovered the tragic news reports of Mary Woods’ life.
Mary’s story is one of heartbreaking events. And, like all events in small-town Windsor, they were documented
by the local paper so that future people, like myself, could uncover stories of the past. But the facts about our
lives found in newspapers and records only offer small glimpses—they can never tell the full stories of our lives.
There is much more to Mary’s story, your story, and my story—past and present—that newspapers can never
capture. But these hidden pieces are the things that make our stories worth telling.
If you’d like to know the facts about Mary Dean Woods’ life, contact me (cheusser@windsorgov.com).
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PROGRAMS & EVENTS
CLICK LINKS BELOW FOR MORE INFO & TO REGISTER

EARLY CHILDHOOD

Young Rembrandts Preschool Drawing Class
Fridays 8/6-8/27 // 10-10:45am// AHC
L'il Explorers: Animal Adventures
Tuesday 8/10 // 9-10am // Windsor History Museum
Tuesday 8/24 // 9-10am // Windsor History Museum

CLASSES FOR KIDS (AGES 6-12)

Young Rembrandts Drawing
Wednesdays 8/4-8/25// 4:30-5:30pm // CRC
Super Science Saturdays: Tiny Ecosystems
Saturday 8/14 // 9-10am//AHC
Make & Take Afterschool Art Workshops: Water Works
Tuesdays 8/17-8/31 // 3:30-5 // AHC
Creative Creations Club: Coasters & Pencil Holders
Sunday 8/22 // 3-5pm // AHC
Painting Workshop: Desserts
Saturday 8/21 // 2-3:30pm // AHC

FOR FAMILIES

Family Days: Awesome Architecture FREE!
Sunday 8/15 // 1-4pm // Windsor History Museum
Family Painting Pairs: Summer Treats
Sunday 8/15 // 3-5pm // CRC
Discovery Tent at the Summer Concert Series
Thursdays 6/3-8/19 // 4:30-6:30pm // Boardwalk Park
(FREE! No Registration Required)
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PROGRAMS & EVENTS
CLICK LINKS BELOW FOR MORE INFO & TO REGISTER

FOR ADULTS
Downtown Windsor History Tour
Saturday 8/21 // 11am-12pm // AHC
Trails to the Past: Ancient Archaeology
Thursday 8/19 // 9-10am // River Bluffs Open Space
Open Art Studio
Mondays // 10am-1pm // AHC
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EXHIBITS
A TRIP INTO THE PAST:
HISTORIC ROAD TRIPS
Community Recreation Center

August 14 - December 5
What were road trips like in the
past? Can you imagine yourself
riding in a Model T from
Windsor to Estes Park? Join the
YMCA of the Rockies, Loveland
Museum, and the Town of
Windsor Museums as they take
you on a journey through the
past and across the nation on a
historic road trip!

Whether it is beauty, chaos, symmetry, or destruction, the
forces within nature leave us in awe and inspire us to
create. The Town of Windsor Museums is seeking regional
artists to submit artwork for the upcoming Forces of
Nature community art exhibition at the Windsor Art &
Heritage Center. Entry is free and all forms of artwork will
be considered. Each artist may submit up to three items
for consideration for the exhibition.
Submit artwork through Sunday, August 8 here.
For information about Town of Windsor Museums and the
Art & Heritage Center, click here or contact Caitlin Heusser,
Museum Curator, at cheusser@windsorgov.com
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IN THE NEWS
NEW WINDSOR ARTS COMMISSION!

After years of planning, policy-writing, meetings, and Town Board Sessions, Windsor
has finally adopted an official Community Art Policy! In an effort to incorporate more
artwork into the Windsor community and make this town a more exciting and beautiful
place to visit, the Culture Division has taken the lead on making this dream a reality. In
2019, Culture staff teamed up with graduate students from CU Denver and the CO
Department of Local Affairs to create a public art master plan. This Master Plan set into
motion the creation of the policy and the founding of the Windsor Arts Commission
(WAC). Using the Master Plan as a guide, WAC will be responsible for selecting
locations, artists, and pieces of community art to install around town. Locations must
be on Town-owned property and include areas such as parks, bus stops, murals on
public buildings, and even design elements for large public construction projects.
This is where YOU come in. The Windsor Arts Commission needs members! If you
would like to play a role in shaping the way that Windsor looks and beautifying our
community, please consider applying to be on the Windsor Arts Commission. We are
accepting applications through August 6th. Applicants will have a brief interview with
Mayor Rennemeyer and Mayor Pro Tem Ken Bennett before selections are made. If you
are interested in applying, you can download the application and either email or mail it
the Town Clerk (instructions are on the application). If you have questions about WAC
or about Community Art in Windsor, please reach out to Culture Supervisor Laura
Browarny (lbrowarny@windsorgov.com).

Current public art include “Valley Patrol” by Sheldon Roberts (left) and “Coming
Home” by Austin Weishel (right).

