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Illustrating the Stories of the Past
By Caitlin Heusser, Museum Curator
At the end of 2019, the Town of Windsor Museums received
the Historic Halfway Homestead. This site boasts the oldest
standing building in Windsor, known as the Halfway House,
constructed in 1873. As part of the donation of land and
buildings to the museum, the previous owners had multiple
artifacts which tell the story of the people that lived on the
property over time. Here are a few artifact highlights!
Business ledger from the Weller & Laybourn Mercantile
Company, 1888
The Wellers purchased the Homestead in 1881. When Fred
Weller sold the 160-acre property to R.S. Dickey in 1889, many
of the early business documents from the mercantile
remained on the farm. These records have many famous local
names in them. This photo shows that Robert Harris, owner of
Hotel de Harris on Main Street, purchased sugar, coffee, and
tea for $.50, $.30, and $.35, respectively.
Farmhouse Photograph, 1914
Photographs are often the best way to take a peek into the
past. An original photograph of the R.S. Dickey farmhouse,
completed in 1907, is part of the collection of artifacts
donated. A handwritten date on the back indicates that
the photograph was taken in 1914.
Do you want to know more about life on the Halfway
Homestead farm? Click here to check out Larry
Jacoby’s oral history by the Windsor-Severance
Historical Society.
Top Photo: Page from Weller & Laybourn Mercantile
Company Ledger
Bottom Photo: Farmhouse Photograph, 1914
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PROGRAMS & EVENTS
CLICK LINKS BELOW FOR MORE INFO & TO REGISTER

FOR EARLY CHILDHOOD

Wild At Heart Preschool Prep (Ages 2.5-4)
Mondays & Wednesdays 11/1-11/17 // 9-10:30 // CRC
Tuesdays & Thursdays 11/2-11/18 // 9-10:30 // CRC
Young Rembrandts Preschool Drawing (Ages 3.5-5)
Fridays 11/5-11/26 // 10-10:45 // AHC

FOR KIDS (AGES 6-12)

Young Rembrandts Drawing
Wednesdays 11/3-11/24 // 4:30-5:30pm // CRC
Make & Take Afterschool Art Workshops: 3D Art
Tuesdays 11/2-11/30 // 3:30-5 // AHC
Super Science Saturdays: Hydrology
Saturday 11/13 // 9-10am//AHC
Creative Creations Club: Paper Collage
Sunday 11/21 // 3-5pm // CRC
Painting Workshop: Colors of Fall
Saturday 11/20 // 2-3:30pm // CRC
School's Out Art Camp: Portrait Wars
Friday 11/19 // 9am-3pm // AHC

FOR TWEENS & TEENS
Teen/Tween Art Club
Tuesdays 11/19-11/30 // 5:45-7 // CRC
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PROGRAMS & EVENTS
CLICK LINKS BELOW FOR MORE INFO & TO REGISTER

FOR FAMILIES

Family Painting Pairs: Moonscapes
Sunday 11/14 // 3-5pm // CRC
Homeschool Day: Kitchens of the Past
Thursday 11/18 // Windsor History Museum
Register for timeslot 10-11:30am, 1-2:30pm, or 2:30-4pm

Regist
er
Now!
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EXHIBITS
AT THE ART & HERITAGE CENTER:

Thanksgiving Closure--The Art & Heritage Center will be closed November 26-28th

Don't
!
miss it

A TRIP INTO THE PAST:
HISTORIC ROAD TRIPS
Community Recreation Center

August 14 - December 5
What were road trips like in the
past? Can you imagine yourself
riding in a Model T from Windsor
to Estes Park? Join the YMCA of
the Rockies, Loveland Museum,
and the Town of Windsor Museums
as they take you on a journey
through the past and across the
nation on a historic road trip!
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IN THE NEWS
THE MONUMENTAL TASK OF PRESERVING ORAL HISTORY
Primary resources are an invaluable tool for preserving the history of town. Without first-person
accounts, much valuable information would be lost to time. The Town of Windsor Museums
rely on primary resources in a variety of forms to research our collections, the historic buildings
around town, and the stories of people that lived here. Newspapers provide a wealth of
information on daily news, community events, scandals, and local businesses, but oral histories
give us a glimpse of the daily lives of individuals who lived in Windsor.
An oral history is a recorded interview with someone who has special knowledge of a particular
time, place or event. The Windsor-Severance Historical Society has been collecting oral
histories of important people from the area for years and have amassed a collection of over
fifty interviews. At the moment, many of these interviews are on VHS tapes stored away at the
Clearview Library or as digital files buried deep in the Town’s network, only to be seen on rare
occasions or if you are one of the few who still have a VCR.
The Town of Windsor Museums recently embarked on a partnership with the Historical Society
to digitize and archive all of these oral histories and make them accessible to the public at the
click of a button. The process is long and arduous, but we are already making progress. So far,
all fifty-plus interviews have been digitized, and a team is working on transcribing them before
they are all uploaded to a public YouTube Channel.
In order to thank the many people who have shared their experiences, and the families of those
who have passed, and to celebrate the progress we have made in bringing these stories to light,
the Windsor-Severance Historical Society and the Town of Windsor Museums will be hosting a
reception at the Art & Heritage Center. The event is free to the public, refreshments from Hearth
will be served, and visitors will have a chance to view some of the interviews that have been
digitized so far.

Join us!

Sunday, November 7th
2-5 p.m.
Art & Heritage Center
116 5th Street
Windsor, CO 80550

